
THEATRE WRITING PARTNERSHIP in Nottingham is looking for a theatre writer or script 
writer based in the with an interest in digital platforms and/or gaming, to work with us on an 
exciting new project for 2011/12.

THE COMMISSION

TWP has been commissioned as part of the Breath of Fresh Air programme to produce an 
audio guide with a difference for visitors to Belton House in Grantham - a National Trust 
property with extensive grounds.

Our challenge is to create a narrative or series of narratives which can be downloaded by 
families onto phones or MP3 players and which will take them on a physical and 
imaginative journey through the grounds of Belton House. As well as a listening 
experience, we hope this will be an interactive journey which parents and children will 
enjoy together. 

This collaboration with the National Trust, supported by Breath of Fresh Air, has created an 
opportunity for TWP to explore a new platform for the work of theatre writers and 
dramatists and to reach a family audience in a different way.

Theatre Writing Partnership is looking to commission a playwright or dramatist with 
experience of writing for sound and an interest in exploring interactive drama. TWP will 
work alongside the commissioned writer to run workshops which will support the research 
and development of the script. TWP will also support the writer dramaturgically and 
editorially until the piece is ready to be recorded. We will also commission a sound 
designer to work on the project and will be taking advice both from the National Trust and 
the Mixed Reality Lab at Nottingham University regarding the technical delivery of the 
piece.

We are looking forward to the challenge of the project and we are looking for a writer who 
is also excited by the medium of sound and by the idea of developing a narrative for a 
family to interact with.

TIME FRAME

Preparation for this project will begin at the end of May 2011 with workshops at Belton 
House with children and volunteers taking place through June, July and September.  The 
commissioned writer will lead some of the workshops alongside the director of the project 
Kate Chapman, and producer Bianca Winter. Writing and recording with actors will happen 
in Autumn 2011 and the audio will be tested with family groups in early Spring 2012 so that 
final changes can be made ready for the official launch of the work when Belton House 
reopens after the winter period in Spring 2012.

CONTRACTUAL DETAILS



The writer will be contracted by TWP for the delivery of an agreed number of workshops to 
take place at Belton House in Grantham and a script development period with delivery of 
drafts at deadlines to be agreed with the writer. The final deadline for script delivery has 
been provisionally set at 31 October 2011. Recording and editing will take place between 
November 2011 and January 2012.

The fee is £2400 plus travel costs for delivery of script and workshops

ELIGIBILITY

Essential experience:

• has had a minimum of one professional commission in either theatre, television, gaming 
or digital platforms. 

• has experience of writing for radio or other audio platforms.
• has experience of leading workshops with children and/or adults.

Desirable experience/interests:

• experience of site specific theatre/art projects.
• some knowledge and understanding of digital platforms
• an informed interest in gaming and/or interactive performance.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

THEATRE WRITING PARTNERSHIP (www.theatrewritingpartnership.org.uk)

Theatre Writing Partnership (TWP) began in 2001 as an initiative instigated by a 
consortium of theatres and companies in the East Midlands: New Perspectives, 
Nottingham Playhouse, Leicester Haymarket, Royal and Derngate and Derby Playhouse. 
They appointed Esther Richardson as literary manager and she developed strategic new 
writing projects across the region. In 2003 TWP set up a highly successful festival of work 
by young theatre writers called Momentum which was the culmination of work with young 
writers across the region. This programme launched the careers of writers including Leah 
Chillery, Jake Brunger and Laura Lomas. The company also developed the work of other 
writers from the East Midlands including Amanda Whittington, Andy Barrett and Julius 
Ayodeji. 

In 2006 TWP became an independent organisation and a registered charity, funded by the 
Arts Council as an RFO (Regularly Funded Organisation). Regional theatres which 
subscribed to the organisation were Nottingham Playhouse, Royal and Derngate, 
Leicester Haymarket, Derby Playhouse and New Perspectives Theatre Company. They 
were shortly followed by Lakeside Arts Centre at Nottingham University. The subscribing 
partners have remained largely the same since 2006. Since 2006, Theatre Writing 
Partnership has worked closely with other organisations on specific projects including 
Newark and Sherwood District Council, Eastern Angles Theatre Company, Synergy 
Theatre Company and Writing West Midlands.

The Momentum Festival has become a well regarded platform for new writing in the East 
Midlands region and having started at Lakeside Arts Centre where it successfully 
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established itself over a number of years, it has since been hosted by other partner 
theatres in the East Midlands region. Momentum has taken many different forms over the 
years but has established itself as the brand for TWP’s public-facing work. In 2010, 
Momentum was hosted by Curve Theatre in Leicester and for the first time it included 
performances programmed by Curve which were appropriate to the festival, alongside 
TWP’s sharings of new work in progress. This was a development which demonstrated a 
new dimension to TWP’s relationship with partner theatres.

TWP’s impact on the ecology of theatre in the East Midlands over the last 10 years can be 
measured by examining the track record and careers of individual writers such as those 
listed above. More broadly it can be measured by the way in which theatre writing is now a 
priority, embedded in the practice of theatres and arts centre in the region.  By coming 
together with shared ambition in 2000, the regional theatres articulated a shared priority to 
nurture and produce new work which still holds good. Over the course of ten years the 
theatres in the region have evolved and changed, artistic directors have come and gone 
but new plays for a variety of audiences are consistently commissioned is still and theatre 
writers in the region are seeing their work produced in the region. Each theatre now 
develops new work in a variety of different ways but TWP’s value as a source of expertise 
and the nurturer of new writers and new ideas is still recognised and valued.

BELTON HOUSE PARK

Belton House and Park was designed and built by the Brownlow family in 1609. Today, the 
park covers 1350 acres, of which 750 acres is deer park. The park can be freely accessed 
by walkers and Grantham residents. The park has many historic and ecological features 
including the remains of the village of Towthorpe which is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book and dates back to Saxon and even prehistoric times. There is also evidence of 
medieval farming techniques on the site. In WW1 Belton park was the headquarters of the 
Machine Gun Corps and in WW2 it was used by the RAF regiment. In 1984 the site was 
given to the National Trust and is the NT’s only naturally maintained deer park.
For more information about Belton House and its Park go to www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
beltonhouse.

BREATH OF FRESH AIR

‘Breath of Fresh Air’ is an established element of the East Midlands Cultural Olympiad 
whose three main concerns are to provide a legacy involving: The Living Landscape, 
Activity and Health, Culture and Community beyond the Olympics. These concerns are in 
simpatico with Discovering Places with its more specific interest in encouraging young 
people to engage with their physical environment.

Key to the ethos of the project is to enhance the experience of the place/space/landscape; 
inviting new audiences to participate in the arts as much as to become actively engaged 
with their environment. Breath of Fresh Air artworks will provide a special insight to the 
region, encouraging others to consider a deeper involvement with a number of different 
sites as these places and spaces, to varying degrees, belong to their audience.

Please send your expression of interest to kate@theatrewritingpartnership.org.uk by 4pm 
on 15 April 2011. Please include your CV and a covering letter outlining why you are 
interested in the opportunity and how it will develop/extend your work as a writer. 
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