
CROSSOVERS PROGRAMME 2010

INFORMATION SHEET

What is it?

A brand new development scheme to support emerging playwrights and to offer 
actors, live artists, poets, prose writers, screen writers, and journalists the chance to 
“crossover” in to theatre writing.

In 2010 Theatre Writing Partnership would like to offer up to six people the chance to 
develop new plays/writing for performance.

We are looking for people who already have some professional experience as writers 
OR have worked professionally as actors but would like to write for theatre.

What will it offer me?

Theatre Writing Partnership will support the selected artists with a programme of one 
to one support from a producer, director, writer or other appropriate artist and the 
opportunity to work with a cast of performers on their piece. We are aware that each 
writer involved in Crossovers will have a different approach to their work and so we 
want to work with each person to put together a programme which matches their 
aspirations and artistic background. 

The Crossovers programme will include one to one meetings and feedback, group 
sessions to bring writers together and discuss work in progress, the opportunity to 
work with actors and/or directors on the piece and a showcase or platform event to 
share the work with an audience.

Who can apply?

To be eligible for this development scheme you must:

• Live, work or study in the East Midlands.
• Be a commissioned writer in any genre - drama, poetry, fiction, screen, live art, 

feature writing OR a performer with a record of professional work and/or training.
• Be available and able to commit to the writing of a new piece of work in 2010.
• Be looking to write a play, theatre script or performance text which seeks to present 

a story to a live audience.

Why are you doing it?

The idea of Crossovers is to invest in theatre writing but also to push some 
boundaries and examine the role of the writer in theatre making - so if you have a 
particular approach in mind or a specific idea of the outcome of your work (for 
example where the piece might be located and experienced by the audience) we 
would like to hear about that.
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As our name suggests Theatre Writing Partnership is an organisation which supports 
the role of the writer as a key artist in the making of theatre. We are aware that the 
writing of the script may happen in a variety of ways and are keen that Crossovers is 
a flexible programme which can support a variety of methods. At the end of the 
scheme we would like each of our artists to have arrived at either a first draft script or 
a significant script extract. 

What if I just want to write an old-fashioned play?

Thatʼs fine! Whether your approach is experimental or more traditional we would like 
to hear from you. We would like to find writers with different creative backgrounds 
and different approaches to their writing so we hope to hear from a wide range of 
people who meet the above eligibility criteria. 

What if Iʼm a complete beginner?

Crossovers probably isnʼt for you. If you are aged between 15 and 26, have a look at 
our young writers programme and if you are not in that age range keep your eye on 
our website for further opportunities. There are many other sources of help and 
support for those who want to start writing theatre for the first time. We can point you 
in the right direction and we do sometimes offer workshops and events for brand new 
writers. 

Will I get paid?

Unfortunately TWP is not able to offer a fee but will cover travel costs and the cost of 
creative sessions, pay mentors (where appropriate) to help you with your work and 
pay actors/directors to come in and work on it. We will meet the cost of any platforms 
of sharings of your work and we help you broker relationships with contacts in 
theatres and theatre companies. Sharings and readings presented by TWP are 
usually script in hand performances but we are also looking at other ways of sharing 
and showcasing new work both live and online.

What happens afterwards?

We offer a step in the right direction for writers but canʼt guarantee to produce all the 
new writing we develop. However we will stay in contact with you after the 
programme and do as much as we can to help you find the next opportunity.

How do I apply?

On the TWP website you will find an downloadable application form. Itʼs not very 
long! Along with the completed application form we would like you to send us:

• an up to date CV. 

• an example of your writing. (If you are going to send us a dramatic script then it 
should be approx. 20 pages long)
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• a description of the new piece you would like to write for live theatre and why you 
would like to write it. 
NB This should be no longer than 2 sides of A4 and should include as much as you 
know about the proposal so far. You may want to include some kind of synopsis or it 
may be that you havenʼt arrived at this yet and would prefer to explain the approach you 
would take. For example there may be research you would undertake in a specific way - 
or perhaps you have a particular outcome in mind for the piece (site specific or 
incorporating some recorded as well as live material).

Whenʼs the deadline?

The deadline is 12 February 2010 so please send everything to us by email or in 
hard copy by that date.

A final word from TWP

We are really keen to receive a variety of proposals from writers and artists with a 
variety of backgrounds. Please do get in touch if you would like to talk anything 
through.

www.theatrewritingpartnership.org.uk
crossovers@theatrewritingpartnership.org.uk
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